
Application and Reasoning

Step 1: What is an Adverbial?

National Curriculum Objectives:

English Year 4: (4G5.6b) Using fronted adverbials

Differentiation: 

Questions 1, 4 and 7 (Application)

Developing Change an adverb to change the meaning of a sentence. Adverbs with ‘ly’ 

endings (e.g. carefully) and time adverbials (e.g. later).

Expected Change an adverb to change the meaning of a sentence. Time (e.g. 

afterwards), place (e.g. upstairs), manner (e.g. without warning) and frequency (e.g. 

rarely) adverbials.

Greater Depth Change an adverb to change the meaning of a sentence. Adverbials for 

degree (e.g. completely exhausted).

Questions 2, 5 and 8 (Reasoning)

Developing Explain how the change of adverbial has changed the meaning of a 

sentence. Adverbs with ‘ly’ endings (e.g. carefully) and time adverbials (e.g. later).

Expected Explain how the change of adverbial has changed the meaning of a sentence.  

Time (e.g. afterwards), place (e.g. upstairs), manner (e.g. without warning) and frequency 

(e.g. rarely) adverbials.

Greater Depth Explain how the change of adverbial has changed the meaning of a 

sentence. Adverbials for degree (e.g. completely exhausted).

Questions 3, 6 and 9 (Reasoning)

Developing Identify what an adverbial is telling us and explain how we know. Adverbs with 

‘ly’ endings (e.g. carefully) and time adverbials (e.g. later).

Expected Identify what an adverbial is telling us and explain how we know. Time (e.g. 

afterwards), place (e.g. upstairs), manner (e.g. without warning) and frequency (e.g. 

rarely) adverbials.

Greater Depth Identify what adverbials are telling us and explain how we know. 

Adverbials for degree (e.g. completely exhausted).

More resources from our Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

scheme of work.
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1a. Change the adverb in the sentence 

below to change the meaning.

The young girl played happily with 
her toys.

1b. Change the adverb in the sentence 

below to change the meaning.

My older brother did the washing 
up reluctantly.

2a. Julia has changed the adverbial in 

the sentence below. What has this done 

to the meaning of her sentence?

I got out of bed immediately.

I got out of bed eventually.

2b. James has changed the adverbial in 

the sentence below. What has this done 

to the meaning of his sentence?

Dad tidied up the mess afterwards.

Dad tidied up the mess beforehand.

3a. What does the adverbial in the 

sentence below tell you? How do you 

know?

After a while, we went out to play.

3b. What does the adverbial in the 

sentence below tell you? How do you 

know?

The cat ate all of its food as soon as 
it could.
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4a. Change the adverb in the sentence 

below to change the meaning.

The terrified girl tiptoed silently 
along the dark corridor.

4b. Change the adverb in the sentence 

below to change the meaning.

The giant lion roared furiously at the 
trembling antelope.

5a. Omar has changed the adverbial in 

the sentence below. What has this done 

to the meaning of his sentence?

Ben crept out of bed before the sun 
rose.

Ben crept out of bed just before 
midday.

5b. Chloe has changed the adverbial in 

the sentence below. What has this done 

to the meaning of her sentence?

I have played football once or 
twice, but I prefer cricket.

I have played football frequently, 
but I prefer cricket.

6a. What does the adverbial in the 

sentence below tell you? How do you 

know?

The group of young people met by 
the train station.

6b. What does the adverbial in the 

sentence below tell you? How do you 

know?

Awkwardly, she fiddled with her hair 
because she was embarrassed. 
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7a. Change the adverb in the sentence 

below to change the meaning.

My dearly loved grandmother 
walked very cautiously towards the 
comfy sofa.

7b. Change the adverb in the sentence 

below to change the meaning.

My friends and I searched 
frantically for the ball we had lost in 
the local park.

8a. Fozia has changed the adverbial in 

the sentence below. What has this done 

to the meaning of her sentence?

The young man felt totally 
overwhelmed by the generous gift 
from his family.

The young man felt a little 
overwhelmed by the generous gift 
from his family.

8b. Stefan has changed the adverbial in 

the sentence below. What has this done 

to the meaning of his sentence?

My grandad runs around with us 

until he becomes too tired. 

My grandad runs around with us 

even though he becomes 

extremely tired. 

9a. What does the adverbial in the 

sentence below tell you? How do you 

know?

The woman was obviously angry 
about the bad treatment she had 
received.

9b. What does the adverbial in the 

sentence below tell you? How do you 

know?

The marathon runner was hardly out 
of breath even though she had 
beaten the record. 
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What is an Adverbial?

Developing

1a. Various answers, for example: The 

young girl played silently with her toys.

2a. Example answer: It changes the time

that it took to get out of bed (adverbial of 

time).

3a. It tells us when the verb took place 

e.g. after a while.

Expected

4a. Various answers, for example: The

terrified girl tiptoed hurriedly along the

dark corridor.

5a. Example answer: It changes the time

of the day that Ben got out of bed 

(adverbial of time).

6a. It tells us where the verb took place 

e.g. by the train station.

Greater Depth

7a. Various answers, for example: My

dearly loved grandmother walked very 

confidently towards the comfy sofa.

8a. Example answer: It changes the 

degree of how overwhelmed the man felt 

with his gift (adverbial of degree).

9a. It tells us the intensity/degree of the 

verb e.g. obviously angry.

Developing

1b. Various answers, for example: My 

older brother did the washing up gladly.

2b. Example answer: It changes the order 

of events, as to whether dad tidied up 

before or after the event (adverbial of 

time).

3b. It tells us when the verb took place 

e.g. as soon as it could.

Expected

4b. Various answers, for example: The 

giant lion roared weakly at the trembling 

antelope.

5b. Example answer: It changes how often 

I have played football (adverbial of 

frequency).

6b. It tells us how the verb took place e.g. 

awkwardly.

Greater Depth

7b. Various answers, for example: My 

friends and I searched calmly for the ball 

we had lost in the local park.

8b. Example answer: It changes the 

degree of tiredness from becoming tired 

to becoming extremely tired (adverbial of 

degree).

9b. It tells us the intensity/degree of the 

verb e.g. hardly out of breath.
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