
Recognising Speech

Kayla has written the story below including both direct and indirect speech. Use the 

story to complete the speech bubbles showing the words spoken by each character. 
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In his rocking chair, gently swaying forwards and backwards, an old man sat with his 
grown son. The man’s son had begrudgingly visited his father after a long day at the 
office. 
Unexpectedly, a magpie perched on the garden gate. The father asked his son, “What is 
that?”
The son told him that it was just a magpie. The father went back to rocking his chair.
After a few minutes, the father asked his son again, “What is that?”
The son replied, “Dad, I have just told you. It’s a magpie.”
After a little while, the old father again asked his son what it was. This time, the son was 
really irritated with his father asking the same question. He replied to his dad
with anger in his tone, “It’s a magpie, it’s a magpie, it’s a magpie!”
Some time later, the father again asked his son, “What is that?” 
This time, the son, who was annoyed by his dad’s repetitive question, shouted, “Why do 
you keep asking me the same question again and again, even though I have told you so 
many times? IT IS A MAGPIE!”
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What is that?

It’s just a magpie.

What is that?

Dad, I have just told you. It’s a magpie.

What is that?

Why do you keep asking me the same question again and 

again, even though I have told you so many times? IT IS A 

MAGPIE!
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Recognising Speech – Application ANSWERS

In his rocking chair, gently swaying forwards and backwards, an old man sat with his 
grown son. The man’s son had begrudgingly visited his father after a long day at the 
office. 
Unexpectedly, a magpie perched on the garden gate. The father asked his son, “What is 
that?”
The son told him that it was just a magpie. The father went back to rocking his chair.
After a few minutes, the father asked his son again, “What is that?”
The son replied, “Dad, I have just told you. It’s a magpie.”
After a little while, the old father again asked his son what it was. This time, the son was 
really irritated with his father asking the same question. He replied to his dad
with anger in his tone, “It’s a magpie, it’s a magpie, it’s a magpie!”
Some time later, the father again asked his son, “What is that?” 
This time, the son, who was annoyed by his dad’s repetitive question, shouted, “Why do 
you keep asking me the same question again and again, even though I have told you so 
many times? IT IS A MAGPIE!”


