
Modal Verbs

1. Underline the adverbs and adverbials 

in the sentences below.

A. The bicycle was badly damaged.

B. Unfortunately, the swimming pool had 

to close.

C. The bus stopped all of a sudden.

D. The ducks were waddling around the 

pond.

E. The birds flapped frantically and 

landed on the roof tops.

4. Aubree says, 

Find and explain Aubree’s mistake. 

2. Tick the sentences which contain an 

adverbial.

5. Which sentence below is the odd one 

out? Explain your answer. 

A. As the sun set over the hills, the owls 

began to wake. 

B. The lion roared fiercely and scared the 

watching the children. 

C. Joshua grinned confidently when he 

realised he knew the answer. 

D. Unexpectedly, the angry man 

slammed the door. 

3. Choose an appropriate adverb to 

complete the sentences below. Use the 

word bank provided.

A. The ballet dancer moved _________________________.

B. Elephants have enormous ears that 

they can _________________________       waft to cool down.

C. _________________________           ,         the boy waved and said 

hello to his friends.

6. Use the verbs and adverbs below to 

write a paragraph using at least three 

sentences. Each sentence must include 

an adverb or adverbial. 
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A. I didn’t want to go home 

because I was enjoying the zoo. 

B. Daniel plays football every 

weekend. 

C. The actor performed the play 

with confidence. 

D. Without warning, the 

rollercoaster stopped moving. 

cheerfully

suspiciously gracefully

gently

Henry happily stroked the 

cat while it sat on the wall.

I have underlined 

all of the adverbs 

and adverbials in 

my sentence. 

ran ambled

without warning stared

in the vicinity hopped

across slowly

along hysterically



Modal Verbs

1. A. The bicycle was badly damaged.

B. Unfortunately, the swimming pool had to close.

C. The bus stopped all of a sudden.

D. The ducks were waddling around the pond.

E. The birds flapped frantically and landed on the roof tops.

2. B, C and D 

3. A. gracefully; B. gently; C. cheerfully

4. Aubree is incorrect because she has underlined the verb ‘sat’. She has correctly 

underlined the adverb ‘happily’ but has not underlined the adverbial ‘on the wall’ which 

describes where the cat sat. 

5. Sentence A is the odd one out because it is the only sentence that contains an 

adverbial phrase. Sentences B, C and D each contain an adverb. 

6. Various answers, for example: 

The rabbit hopped slowly across the field. Without warning, it was disturbed by a child 

running hysterically in front of it. The rabbit waited and then, like lightning, darted across 

the field to the safety of its burrow.

classroomsecrets.co.uk

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2021

Modal Verbs – Prior Learning  ANSWERS


