
Application and Reasoning

Step 1: Consolidating Relative Clauses

National Curriculum Objectives:

English Year 5: (5G3.1a) Using relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, 

whose, that or with an implied (ie omitted) relative pronoun

Terminology for pupils:

• (5G1.5b) relative pronoun

• (5G3.1a) relative clause

Differentiation: 

Questions 1, 4 and 7 (Reasoning)

Developing Explain if the correct relative pronoun has been used. Relative pronouns are either 

who or which and are embedded in the sentence.

Expected Explain if the correct relative pronoun has been used. Relatives pronouns may 

include who, whose, which or that and are embedded in the sentence.

Greater Depth Explain if the correct relative pronouns have been used. Relatives pronouns will 

vary and relative clauses will vary in position and sentences may include multiple pronouns.

Questions 2, 5 and 8 (Application)

Developing Correct a sentence, including correct punctuation, which uses a relative clause. 

Relative pronouns are either who or which and are embedded in the sentence.

Expected Correct a sentence, including correct punctuation, which uses a relative clause. 

Relatives pronouns may include who, whose, which, that and are embedded in the sentence.

Greater Depth Correct a sentence, including correct punctuation, which uses a relative 

clause. Relatives pronouns will vary and relative clauses will vary in position and sentences 

may include multiple pronouns.

Questions 3, 6 and 9 (Reasoning)

Developing Explain whether a given statement about the use of a relative pronoun is correct 

or not. Examples given use the relative pronouns who or which.

Expected Explain whether a given statement about the use of a relative pronoun is correct or 

not. Examples given use the relative pronouns who, whose, which, that and include 

embedded clauses. 

Greater Depth Explain whether a given statement about the use of a relative pronoun is 

correct or not. Examples given use the relative pronouns whom, whomever, whoever, 

whichever, whatever and include omitted pronouns.

More resources from our Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

scheme of work.

Did you like this resource? Don’t forget to review it on our website.
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1a. Has the correct relative pronoun been 

used in the sentence below?

The man, which was sat on the 

bench, was fast asleep and 

snoring.

Explain your answer.

1b. Has the correct relative pronoun been 

used in the sentence below?

The old house, which had been 

abandoned, has smashed 

windows and a broken door.

Explain your answer.

2a. Complete the sentence below by 

adding an embedded relative clause. 

Use one of the following relative 

pronouns:

Atilla, ___________________ , won an 

award for the best album of the 

year.

2b. Complete the sentence below by 

adding an embedded relative clause. 

Use one of the following relative 

pronouns:

Mobile phones, ___________________ , 

have become very popular in 

the last twenty years. 

3a. Saffy says,

Is she correct? Explain your answer.

3b. Ben says,

Is he correct? Explain your answer.

R R

A A

R R

D D

D D

D D
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which who which who

You use the 

relative pronoun 

‘who’ to refer to 

any noun.

You use the 

relative pronoun 

‘which’ to refer to 

people.
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4a. Has the correct relative pronoun been 

used in the sentence below?

The water park, who was 

amazing, was the thing I 

enjoyed the most about our 

holiday. 

Explain your answer.

4b. Has the correct relative pronoun been 

used in the sentence below?

The boy, who arm was broken, 

was taken to the hospital 

immediately.

Explain your answer.

5a. Complete the sentence below by 

adding an embedded relative clause. 

Use one of the following relative 

pronouns:

Devastator, ___________________ , was 

once again undefeated. 

5b. Complete the sentence below by 

adding an embedded relative clause. 

Use one of the following relative 

pronouns:

Giraffes, ___________________, have 

black tongues and eat leaves 

from the tops of trees.

6a. Eddie says,

Is he correct? Explain your answer.

6b. Sally says,

Is she correct? Explain your answer.

A A

R R

E E

E E

E E
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whose who which that

R R

You can use the 

relative pronoun 

‘whose’ to start a 

sentence.

It doesn’t matter if 

you use ‘which’ or 

‘that’ to refer to an 

object.



Consolidating Relative Clauses Consolidating Relative Clauses

7a. Have the correct relative pronouns 

been used in the sentence below?

All the inhabitants of planet 

Zorb, whom hair was red, 

huddled around the fire, 

whichever the weather was 

like.

Explain your answer.

7b. Have the correct relative pronouns 

been used in the sentence below?

On the first day of the month, 

whoever is at the front of the 

line will receive a voucher, 

who can be spent in any high 

street store.

Explain your answer.

8a. Complete the sentence below by 

adding an embedded relative clause. 

Use one of the following relative 

pronouns:

The wicked magician, 

___________________ , looked around 

the empty room and let out an 

evil laugh. 

8b. Complete the sentence below by 

adding an embedded relative clause. 

Use one of the following relative 

pronouns:

Mr Dee, ___________________  , looked 

cautiously around the stadium 

before making a sharp exit.

9a. Charlie says,

Is he correct? Explain your answer.

9b. Abbie says,

Is she correct? Explain your answer.

A A

R R

GD GD

GD GD

GD GD
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whichever whom whoever whatever

R R

When I use the 

relative pronoun 

‘whose’, it refers to 

something that 

belongs to a person.

You can still have a 

relative clause 

without a relative 

pronoun.
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Developing

1a. No because ‘who’ should have been 

used to refer to a person. ‘Which’ is used 

when referring to animals or objects.

2a. Various answers, for example: who is 

an exceptional singer…

3a. Saffy is incorrect because ‘who’ is only 

used when referring to a person.

Expected

4a. No because ‘which ‘should replace 

‘who’ as it is referring to a thing. 

5a. Various answers, for example: whose 

power and strength was immeasurable…

6a. Eddie is incorrect because a relative 

pronoun can only be placed after the 

noun or pronoun it is modifying.

Greater Depth

7a. No because ‘whose’ should replace 

‘whom’ because it is referring to a 

possession. 

No because ‘whatever’ should replace 

‘whichever’ as it is referring to any type of 

weather.

8a. Various answers, for example: whom 

was despised by everybody…

9a. Charlie is correct because ‘whose’ is a 

possessive pronoun.

Developing

1b. Yes because ‘which’ is used to refer to 

objects.

2b. Various answers, for example: which 

are used by people all around the world…

3b. Ben is incorrect because ‘which’ is 

used to refer to animals and objects.

Expected

4b. No because ‘whose’ should have 

been used to refer to a possession. ‘Who’ 

is used when referring to the person. 

5b. Various answers, for example: which 

are found in the savannahs of Africa…

6b. Sally is incorrect because ‘which’ 

introduces non essential information, while 

‘that’ introduces essential information. 

Greater Depth

7b. Yes because ‘whoever’ has been used 

to add additional information correctly.

No because ‘which’ should replace ‘who’ 

because it is referring to an object. 

8b. Various answers, for example: 

whoever he is…

9b. Abbie is correct because a relative 

clause can still make sense without a 

relative pronoun (omitted). For example: 

‘I am going to the park that is around the 

corner from my house’ still makes sense 

without ‘that’ [is].
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