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Make and write 

a number.

Match the word 

to the numeral.

eleven

twelve

nineteen

12

11

19

Count and Write Numbers to 20 – Practical Activities

Advice and ideas Maths Writing

Maths
Provide the children 

with a range of objects 

that they can count. 

Children make the 

number and then write 

it on a sticky note.

Writing
Provide numbers as 

words and numerals. 

Ask the children to 

match the word to the 

numeral. Challenge 

them to write a number 

story using the number 

words. 



Count and Write Numbers to 20 – Practical Activities

Advice and ideas Creative Outdoor

Creative
Ask children to create 

a board game in which 

counters can move 

along in sequence up 

to twenty. Provide 

materials for 

construction. Does the 

game count forwards 

or backwards?

Outdoor
Challenge children to 

draw a giant number 

line to twenty in the 

outdoor area with 

chalks. Support 

children with writing 

teen numbers. 
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Draw a number 

line.

Create a board 

game.

15 16 17 18 19 20

1 2 3

6 5 4

7 8 9

12 11 10



Count and Write Numbers to 20 – Practical Activities

Advice and ideas Tuff Tray Malleable

Tuff Tray
Add lots of countable 

objects to the tuff tray 

e.g. pine cones/acorns 

and ask children to 

count them. Can 

children show how 

many using foam 

numbers?

Malleable
Provide number cards 

with a range of 

numerals and words. 

Children to choose a 

card and write the 

corresponding numeral 

or word in the shaving 

foam.

classroomsecrets.co.uk

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2020 Count and Write Numbers to 20 – Practical Activities – Tuff Tray and Malleable

Write the 

number.

Count the 

objects.


